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died in July; but the constant negotiations for a truce gave
the king time to draw closer his chain of alliances with the
Germans and Flemings, and to prepare for inflicting a deadly
blow on Philip the Fair. On the 26th of August, at Berwick-
upon-Tweed, the writs of summons were issued, calling a par-
liament at Bury S. Edmunds for the 3rd of November. These
writs were addressed as in 1295 : to the archbishops and
bishops, with the praemunientes clause ; to the abbots, priors,
and heads of orders ; to the earls and barons ; and to the
sheriffs, commanding the election and return of knights, citi-
zens, and burgesses. On the 24th of September a supplemen-
tary writ was directed to the citizens and probi homines of
twenty-two principal towns, ordering the election of two of
their number to meet the king at S. Edmunds on the day fixed
for the parliament, to give him, in conjunction with four
elected citizens of London, their advice on a new constitution
for the town of Berwick. This writ perhaps indicates the way
in which on former occasions the merchants of the great towns
had been consulted, and is analogous to the summons of the
boroughs to the council at Shrewsbury in 1283.

In the parliament which assembled on the 3rd of November
the line of proceedings which had been taken in 1295 was
followed. The barons and knights who had then granted an
eleventh, now granted a twelfth ; and the citizens and bur-
gesses who had granted a seventh, now granted an eighth.
But the clergy were unabletofollowthe example. Boniface VIII
had on the 24th of February, 1296, in the bull Clericis laicos,
absolutely forbidden the payment by the clergy to laymen
of any tax whatever on the revenues of their churches. The
archbishop alleged to the king the impossibility of evading this
command, and the writs for the collection of the lay grant being
issued, the discussion of the clerical one was postponed to the
feast of S. Hilary, 1297. In preparation for this meeting,
Archbishop Winchelsey, not content with the assembling of
the clergy under the royal writ, summoned a very large council
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